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William and Alary (1689) implied more than a
mere change of rulers. The supremacy of
Parliament was now assured, the theory of di-
vine right disappeared, the liberty of the press
and the pulpit was secured. By the Bill of
Rights the crown was surrounded by constitu-
tional checks, and by the Mutiny Act a stand-
ing army required the annual sanction of
Parliament. The battle of the Boyne de-
stroyed French hopes in Ireland, and the vic-
tory of La Hogue (1692) secured England's
supremacy at sea. In 1707 the union of Eng-
land and Scotland was effected. Anxious to be
in a strong position when Queen Anne died, the
Tory leaders hurried on the peace of Utrecht.
Before, however, their preparations were com-
plete, Anne died, and with the aid of the Whigs
George I. ascended the throne (1714)-

The reigns of George I. and George n. saw
the union of the Whig landowners with the
mercantile classes. The long ministry of Wai-
pole (1721-42) saw the Protestant succession
secured and the Hanoverians permanently es-
tablished on the English throne. Walpole was
succeeded by the Whig Lord Wilmington.

The Austrian Succession War (1740-8) and
the Seven Years' War (1756-63) were, as far as
England was concerned, primarily wars for
supremacy in India and N. America. But
while the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748)
proved only a truce, that of Paris (1763)
marked the assured triumph of England in
India and America, and the beginning of Eng-
land's imperial policy. While the elder Pitt
had by his ability and honesty raised politics to
a higher level, John Wesley had done much to
remedy the shortcomings of Walpole's church
policy, and had stirred up a religious enthusi-
asm which had far-reaching social effects.

George m. (1760-1820) devoted all his ef-
forts to increasing the power of the crown at
the expense of the Whigs. The passage of the
Stamp Act by Parliament in 1765 produced a
great ferment in the American colonies. In
1775 the war of American Independence broke
out, and, aided by the French and Spaniards,
the colonists won the day. In 1783 the treaties
of Paris and Versailles ended the war, and the
independence of the United States of America
was recognized. George ra. placed William Pitt
at the head of affairs (December, 1783), and he
remained prime minister till 1801.

Pitt's ministry witnessed the industrial revo-
lution which made England the first manufac-
turing country in the world; it coincided with a
remarkable development of England's im-
perial responsibilities. The American War had
roused Englishmen to a fuller realization of

their duties to their colonies and dependencies.
Numerous India bills, a more enlightened view
with regard to Ireland, and a tendency toward
reforms, financial, political, and social, repre-
sent the principal effects of the American War
upon home politics. To keep the peace of
Europe as far as possible, and to restore Eng-
land's prestige, Pitt, in 1788, formed with
Prussia and Holland the triple alliance. The
outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789
checked Pitt's reforming and peace policy, and
in 1793 France forced England into war. Til]
the Peace of Amiens in 1802, hostilities with
France continued in all parts of the world. At
sea, and in India and .Egypt, England was suc-
cessful. A rebellion in Ireland in 1798 led to
the union of England and Ireland in 1800. The
following year Pitt resigned. In 1803 war be-
tween England and France was renewed,
Napoleon being determined to gain command
of the sea. The failure of the Moscow expe-
dition was followed by the defeat at Leipzig
and the invasion of France by the allies.
Though Napoleon's imprisonment in Elba, his
escape and subsequent defeat at Waterloo
(1815), disturbed the allies for a time, his exile
to Mt, Helena enabled the great powers as-
sembled at Vienna to effect the settlement of
Europe.
For an extended account of the War of 1812
between the United States and Great Britain,
see the article WAR OF 1812.
England came out of the Napoleonic wars
with enhanced prestige and increased posses-
sions. It only remained for the accession of the
liberal-minded William TV. and for the out-
break of 1830 to insure the passing of the great
Reform Bill of 1832. The Victorian age, which
produced able ministers such as Peel, Russell,
Palmerston, Disraeli, Gladstone, and Salis-
bury, saw a remarkable development in every
department of national life. During the queen's
long reign the government of Ireland was im-
proved and the British possessions in India,
China, and Africa were vastly extended.
Hongkong was acquired, and the Australian
colonies rose to great importance.
The Crimean War was avowedly for the
maintenance of Turkey as a check upon Russia,
which was threatening the road to India (see
CRIMEAN WAR). Of the same class have been
the wars in Egypt and Afghanistan. Still more
when India itself burst into insurrection was
England called upon to interfere, and engage
in the victorious but terrible campaigns which
marked the suppression of the Mutiny. See
MUTINY, INDIAN.
The other wars during tnat period have all